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“You Are Mine” (05/14/23) 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

 I would like to start by sharing a story about the love of mothers. One day, God commanded an angel to 

go down to the earth and bring Him the most beautiful thing his angel could find. The angel came and looked 

around everywhere. The first thing he saw was a valley full of tulips blooming in the spring. It was so beautiful 

that the angel picked one of them. As he continued on his way, he saw a child, who was smiling from ear to ear. 

The child's laughter was also beautiful, so he picked it up and put it in a basket and carried it down the road. This 

time, he saw a mother holding her baby in her arms, He captured the mother's love and put it in the basket.  

 As the angel returned to heaven, he noticed that the flower had withered away. As he traveled a little 

further, the child grew up and became an adult, and its innocent laugh began to disappear. However, no matter 

how much time passed, the mother's love did not change. Even when her child grew up and became an adult, the 

mother's love remained the same. So, the angel went to God with the most beautiful things he could find on earth: 

a mother's love. No matter how old we get, our mothers are still our mothers. In a mother's eyes, it does not matter 

how old her children are. Mothers always look at their children with love.  

 In today's Scripture, we see God's love as motherly love. God says to the Israelites, "You are mine." God 

has sealed us as sons and daughters of God so that no other power can come against us. We live in the world with 

this confidence. In today's passage, we find three ways of God’s love for us. They are creation and formation, 

redemption, and protection. 

1. Creation and Formation 

 It is said in Isaiah 43:1, “But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 

O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine" (Isaiah 43:1). Note the 

verbs, ‘created’ and ‘formed.’ The word for "create" is "barah" in Hebrew. It's used in Genesis 1:1, “In the 

beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; 

and there was light” (Genesis 1:1-3). The initial state of the Earth was chaos, void, and darkness. Then the spirit 

of God, the Holy Spirit, was hovering over the waters. God started to create the world in order. God first created 

light. Light is the beginning of order in our lives. We cannot live without light. The light of the spring sun revives 

all living things. When Jesus came to earth as light, he defeated the powers of darkness and brought life to all 

mankind. 

 According to verse 1, God formed us. The word “form” is “yatsar” in Hebrew, which means “to form,” 

“to fashion,” or “to make.” God is still molding us, just as a potter molds earthenware. The material of the first 

human being, ‘Adam’, was ‘dust’. All people in the world, rich or poor, noble or lowly, without exception, are 

like earthen vessels that are easy to break. However, God has put the treasure of Christ in us. It is said in 2 

Corinthians 4:6, 7, “For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay 

jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us” (2 

Corinthians 4:6, 7). Therefore, we are God's precious vessels because we contain the light of God's glory through 

Jesus Christ.  

 

2. Redemption  

 God says in verse 1 that we ‘have been redeemed.’ The word ‘redeem’ is ‘gaal’ in Hebrew, which means 

“to buy with money.” The word was used to ransom the slaves in the slave market and set them free. We became 
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slaves of Satan because of our sins, but God bought us by giving His only begotten Son, Jesus, as a sacrifice for 

our sin. Therefore, we are special beings of God. 

 God redeemed the Israelites and called them by name. In our culture, when we are familiar with each 

other, we call each other by name, regardless of age or social status. God calls us by name. God regards us as 

sons and daughters as such. That is why we can affectionately call God “Dad,” just like Jesus did. 

 What do you call God? When we pray, we do not call God ‘Mr. God.’ One day, when my son, Sam, came 

to me and asked, ‘Dad, can you buy me a memory stick?’ I said, ‘Okay, let’s go to the shop with me and pick one 

you like.’ How awkward would it be if my children called me ‘Mr. Father’? Likewise, no one says 'Mr. God' 

when praying. We also call the heavenly God ‘My Dad’. The ones who call God 'Mr. God' are, according to Paul, 

“slaves who live in fear (Romans 8:15).” They are still in the law, being afraid of the judgment of God. However, 

those who are in the Holy Spirit sent by Jesus can call God “Abba, Father.” It is said in Romans 8:15, “For you 

did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 

"Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God (Romans 8:15 

16). When we say to God, 'Dad, I need you, please help me,' God will say, 'Okay my child, let's go together, I'll 

do it for you.'  

 

3. Protection 

 God promises ‘protection’ to his possessed people. It is said in Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you” (Isaiah 43:2a). The phrase “the 

rivers shall not overwhelm you” reminds us that when the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, the water split and they 

were not in danger. God saved the Israelites from the Egyptian soldiers who chased them. 

 God also says that He will protect them not only from water but also from flames. It is said in verse 2, 

“When you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you” (Isaiah 43:2b). In 

the Book of Daniel, Daniel's three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were saved from the fire. They 

were sentenced to go into the fire for not bowing to the idols. They made a great confession, “But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have 

set up” (Daniel 3:18). Their determination was firm: Even if God did not save them from the fire, they would 

keep their faith in God to the end. God protected them and the king promoted them in the province of Babylon 

(Daniel 3:30). We sometimes think, 'if God does this for me’, ‘if he does that for me’, or ‘when everything is 

fine’, ‘I'll obey the Lord, I'll do God’s work.' However, our confession that pleases God is, ‘I will follow the Lord 

no matter what my situation is.’ When we live a life of obedience and gratitude for God's love for us, God exalts 

us wherever we live. 

 God's love for us began even before we were born. God has known us since we were in our mother's 

womb. “For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb” (Psalm 139:13). 

“Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I formed you, you are my servant; O Israel, 

you will not be forgotten by me (Isaiah 44:21). “Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion 

for the child of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15). Even if the mother 

who gave birth to us forgets us, God will never forget nor forsake us. It is because He knows us better than anyone 

else and loves us more than anyone else. That love was realized through the love of the cross. 

 We taste God's love through the love of our parents, especially our mothers. With the love, God sends us 

into the world, makes us, redeems us, and calls us by our names, confirming, 'You are mine.' I hope that we will 

cherish God's love so that we may experience in our lives the loving breath of God who is always with us. 
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