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A Word from the Pastor
By Rev. Dr. Min H. Woo
How will you open the door to this New Year? Who will you go that way
with? Thankfully, God has given us precious friends of faith with whom we
can walk the path of faith together. We will open the door to the New Year
with them and walk the path of a new day.
This question of how to open the New Year is the basis for most New Year’s
resolutions. When we make these claims (most of which are forsaken in a
couple of weeks, if not days), most people focus on unsustainable goals.
However, perhaps more helpful to us is the mindset change that New
Year’s resolutions bring. When we walk the path of life as Christians, we
must clearly define where it is we are heading towards.
Usually, the prizes toward which people strive after are happiness, prosperity, and health. Many people
pursue money, fame, or power in order to reach their goals. However, our goals for the New Year are
clear in God’s Word. The author of Hebrews says,
“. . . Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)
The goal that we strive for is Jesus Christ. Why Jesus? It is because He loved us even unto death to give
us eternal life, and show us the way to live. When we walk the path of Christ, our path becomes a path
worth pursuing, one that reveals the glory of God. As Christians, we are called to live for God’s glory.
The evidence for this command is clear in the Bible: “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31) and, “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8)
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When we set Jesus Christ as our life’s goal, we live a life worth
living. The gospel-centered life is enriching, transformative, and
good. Through this walk of life, we become strong and
courageous, full of gratitude in Christ. This life promises us the
incorruptible crown of eternal life, a true happiness that cannot
be found in this world. As the psalmist confessed, “My steps
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have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped” (Psalm 17:5),
we have walked our life’s path with the Lord, and we will continue to walk with Him in the future.
What is the mindset with which we should walk Christ’s path? Peter says, “For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
steps.” (1 Peter 2:21) To follow in Christ’s footsteps means to serve others. After all, Jesus did not come to
be served, but to serve. Our attitude in life should be one of service, just as Jesus did when he came
humbly as an ordinary man without material, power, or fame to serve the poor and suffering – teaching
them the kingdom of God and encouraging them to live with new hope.
To follow Christ’s footsteps means to walk with him. The steps of Jesus Christ were always confident
and unwavering, moving straight ahead. To follow in his footsteps means to pursue truth without
compromising or yielding to injustice. However, we must caution ourselves that we cannot follow
Christ only with the resolution to follow Christ. Indeed, we need divine power from above. For instance,
after experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit, the people of the Early Church vigorously walked the
path of Jesus’ disciples. When we reflect on our lives before God, repent, and receive the power of the
Holy Spirit, we are able to follow in the footsteps of Christ vigorously.
In 2023, there will inevitably be highs and lows due to the war in Ukraine, global economic instability,
the threat of new variant virus, and personal issues. However, our steps in the pursuit of Jesus Christ
will continue more powerfully and boldly. It is said in Proverbs, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your
paths.” (Proverbs 3:5, 6) If we surrender the initiative of our life to God and trust Him, God actively
intervenes in our life and leads it. When we humbly set our path and acknowledge God as the One who
delights in that path as the Guide, we can continue to walk our way in the grace of the Lord.
As we set out for the new year, may our goal be to walk the New Year’s path with the Lord, trusting
Him fully and looking towards Christ as the prize more confidently through the power of the Holy
Spirit. May God’s strong hand always hold your hand and lead you to a blessed new year. Happy New
Year!
North Northfield United Methodist Church
797 Sanders Road, Northbrook, Ill. 60062  847.272.2250  peace1@northnorthfield.org  northnorthfield.org  facebook.com/northnorthfield
Sunday services: 10 a.m. (join us early at 9:45 a.m. to sing praise songs!)
Church office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Pastor — Rev. Dr. Min Hyuk Woo,

Choir Director — J.D. Rich

(224) 633-8002; mhwoo21@yahoo.com

Pianist — Dr. Mary Jung-Ok Lee
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Words from the Worship Team
By Betsy Fresen and Karen Peter,
Worship Ministry Team Co-Chairs
Should have… Could have… Would have…
Honestly, can you even remember any of
your 2022 New Year resolutions? (Or maybe
you can remember them, because you make
the same resolutions every year, still hoping
to keep them beyond early January.)
This is the time of year when many of us
think about making resolutions to “live
better” in the year ahead. More exercise,
healthful eating, Bible reading, household organization, etc., are frequent goals.
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Since even remembering what we had planned to improve upon in 2022 is a challenge, it’s likely that
those plans and good intentions didn’t stick for many of us.
Thankfully, we know that past performance is not an indication of future success and need not hold us
back!
“Don’t remember the prior things; don’t ponder ancient history. Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts
up; don’t you recognize it? I’m making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.” (Isaiah 43:18–19)
Our human shortcomings don’t have to hold us back. Instead, we can be hopeful, focused on the fresh
start that our loving God promises us — and not only at the beginning of a new calendar year. His
mercies are new every morning. (Lamentations 3: 22–23.)

Thank you and best wishes
The Worship team joins all of the North Northfield congregation in sincerely thanking Geoff Graham for
his service. [LOUD APPLAUSE HERE] There is not one North Northfield committee chairperson or
church member whose life was not improved and made significantly easier by Geoff’s generous sharing
of his expertise and many talents! We are so grateful to have benefitted from his skills and kindness. We
wish him well in his new professional role.

Thank you December decorators and singers
The Worship team sincerely thanks the many members who helped decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas and those who sang Christmas carols and holiday songs at the Greek American
Rehabilitation and Care Centre in early December. Your time and effort made the Christmas season
meaningful and brightened the holiday for many.
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Fellowship Team
Christmas Cookies and More! Sale
A big thank you to Susan Giorno for organizing our cookie sale this year, and to everyone who baked
and / or helped out in any way! So far, sales total over $800 which will go towards the church general
fund. We enjoyed seeing many of our past customers at the sale and catching up with them. Thanks
again for all the work and donations that helped make the sale a success!

Volunteers Needed for Coffee Hours
We’re hoping to continue having coffee hours twice a month on the first and third
Sundays (January is an exception — planned dates are the 8th and 22nd). Fellowship
can host one coffee hour per month and we’re looking for help from other
members of the congregation to host the other. We will need volunteers in order to
schedule the second one. If you sign up for the third Sunday, please provide a
birthday cake or cupcakes for our birthday celebration; otherwise making coffee is
the minimum requirement. Please sign up in advance on the sheet in the narthex
or let Nona or Melanie know. Thanks!
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Melanie Medlin, Nona Holsman, co-chairs, Fellowship Ministry Team

Rob Bell Video Study Slated for Adult Sunday School
Barb Hartz will moderate the adult Sunday School class at 8:45 a.m. in the Education Building starting
Sunday, Jan. 8 through Feb. 26.
We will view videos by Rob Bell followed by sharing scripture and discussion about the topic. Rob Bell
is the founding pastor of Mars Hill in Grandville, Mich. He is a best-selling author, international teacher,
and speaker.
Excerpts from 2 sessions include: “Why do we do the things we do?” “Why do we go to church or give
money away?” “Believing in God is important, but what about God believing in us?” Please join us.

Angel Tree Recipients Express Gratitude

We received the notes of thanks for the Angel Tree program. Many thanks to all who participated this year.
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Calendar
January 2023

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
The people of the United Methodist Church®

Sunday

Monday

1

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

Thursday

Friday

5

6

Epiphany Sunday
HCC*
PGM†

New Year’s Day
Ladies Group,
(observed)
1 p.m.
(church office closed) A.A., 7:30 p.m.

T.O.P.S.,
1 to 2:15 p.m.

Choir rehearsal,
7:30 p.m.

PGM†

8

9

10

11

12

13

Baptism of our Lord
(First Sunday after the
Epiphany)
Administrative Council
In-person coffee hour
Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45
HCC*
PGM†

Small Group,
6:30 p.m.

Ladies Group,
1 p.m.
A.A., 7:30 p.m.

T.O.P.S.,
1 to 2:15 p.m.

Choir rehearsal,
7:30 p.m.

PGM†

15

16

17

18

19

20

Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
Human Relations Day
Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45
HCC*
PGM†

Martin Luther
Ladies Group,
King, Jr. Day
1 p.m.
(church office closed) A.A., 7:30 p.m.
Ladies Group, 1 p.m.

T.O.P.S.,
1 to 2:15 p.m.

Choir rehearsal,
7:30 p.m.

PGM†

22

23

24

25

26

27

Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45
In-person coffee hour
HCC*
PGM†

Small Group,
6:30 p.m.

Ladies Group,
1 p.m.
A.A., 7:30 p.m.

T.O.P.S.,
1 to 2:15 p.m.

Choir rehearsal,
7:30 p.m.

PGM†

29

30

31

1

2

3

Choir rehearsal,
7:30 p.m.

PGM†

Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45
HCC*
PGM†

Ladies Group,
1 p.m.
A.A., 7:30 p.m.

T.O.P.S.,
1 to 2:15 p.m.

Saturday
7

14

21

28
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* HCC, Happy Christian Church, 12:30 p.m. service (in Korean)
† PGM, Prayer Garden Ministries Full Gospel Church, Christian education, Friday, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday service, 10:30 a.m.
Events of the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church (for more information, visit www.umcnic.org )
Jan. 8 and 29 — Mission U, online only.
Jan. 28 —

Lake North Leadership Training, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Kingswood U.M.C., Buffalo Grove.

January Birthdays
Why not save this sheet and pray for these fellow members on their birthday?
1/6
1/12
1/16
1/17

Dave Marsh
Karen Peter
Kathy Staufenbiel
Rachel Staufenbiel

1/17
1/20
1/20
1/22

Ace Liamaria Mehra
Kathy Jacobs
Bonnie Rich
LeeAnn Artstein
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1/22
1/23
1/28
1/29

Russell Staufenbiel
Joshua May
Candace May
Jennifer Staufenbiel

