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A Word from the Pastor 
By Rev. Dr. Min H. Woo 

Spring in the Chicago area is truly beautiful. Sometimes storms come and 

disrupt our daily lives, but the cycle of the seasons provides us with new 

joys and expectations. We give thanks and praise to God while watching the 

wild flowers and trees bloom, the soil softens, and the streams flow as the 

water starts thawing. 

 

Jesus loved nature. Jesus was born in rural area called Nazareth and learned 

to live with nature from his father Joseph, a carpenter. In Matthew 6, Jesus 

gives a spiritual lesson regarding Mother Nature, talking about how he feels 

the voice of God through the birds in the air and the lilies of the field. 

 

Without even realizing it because of our daily busyness, our spiritual eyes are darkened and our 

spiritual senses blunted, rendering us unable to hear God speaking through nature in our daily lives. 

Young and I sometimes visit the Potawatomi Forest Preserve to enjoy the trails, where there are 

numerous dense trees lined up along the Des Plaines River. Recently I noticed a tiny purple flower 

blooming on the side of the trail path. The flower was not flashy, but it was the initial herald of spring, 

delighting those who walked by it. Seeing this flower, I was reminded that this is a ‘little beauty’ that 

God has given us. 

 

Jesus created the parable of the sower, the farmer, and the vine, using nature to proclaim the Kingdom 

of God. He claimed that this kingdom is not far: that we can find and enjoy it in our daily lives. Jesus 

looked for God's providence and love not just in the big things, but through the small things like the 

little wildflowers. 

 

What is the providence of God that Jesus teaches through the birds and the lilies? It is that God loves us. 

Because God loves and watches over us, He tells us, "Do not worry at all.” God pays attention to one 

bird in the air and even one insignificant wild flower. How much more attention and love will He pour 

out on those who are God's children! 

(Continued on next page.) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

 

According to a study, we often worry excessively and 

unnecessarily. When we look at our anxieties, 40% are on 

things that are not happening, 30% are on things that have 

already happened, 12% are on false accusations of bad 

judgment from others, and 10% are on unnecessary health 

concerns. Only 8% are things we actually need to worry about. 

The anxiety of the common person is driven by the desire to 

gain more power and to live well. 

 

However, though there are things we should worry about, 

there are many more things we don't need to worry about.  

 

Jesus tells us not to worry about food, clothing, and shelter in 

Matthew 6. That's why he tells the parable on the birds of the 

air and the flowers of the field: 

 

“Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (Matthew 6:26).” 

 

“And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the , how they grow; they neither toil nor spin 

(Matthew 6:28).” 

 

The Reformer Luther is said to have prayed sometimes at night, "God, does this world belong to me or 

to you? Does this church belong to you or to me? If it is your world, if it is your church, take care of 

them. I go to sleep. God, please take care of them." When we try to carry our burdens alone, they are too 

heavy and painful for us to bear. However, when we let God carry them, we can sleep well at night. If 

you are overwhelmed by your burdens, look at the birds of the air! Look at the lilies of the field! 

 

Jesus tells us what we should be mindful of: “But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:33).” Our life’s goal is the 

kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, not the things of this world. Eating and drinking are 

important. We spare no effort for our daily bread, clothing, and shelter. However, as citizens of God's 

kingdom, we should have higher ideals. Material things should not be the end like it was for the 

Gentiles in the Bible. Our lives should not be limited to our efforts to secure the necessities of life. We 

must strive for God's noble and beautiful Kingdom of God, for His glory, and for His good. 

 

Therefore, the Apostle Paul teaches us how to live: “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth (Colossians 3:1, 2).” Remembering God's love and genuine care for 

those humble lilies and bird in the sky, let's live on this land as God's people, realizing God's mission 

and pursuing God's kingdom together. 
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The More Settings and Translation Language Zoom menus as 

seen on an Android phone. (The appearance on your device may 

vary, depending on the device and operating system.) Scroll down 

for more languages, including Spanish and Korean. 

Kitchen Work, Parking Lot Resurfacing Planned 
The Trustees have projects planned! Work is being undertaken in the church kitchen downstairs, 

including getting a new floor, which was completed last week. Donations may be made to help with this 

project. 

The church parking lot will also be resurfaced on Thursday, May 4. The lot will not be accessible that 

day. We apologize for any inconvenience.  

If you have questions about these projects, please contact George Hernandez. 

 

Automated Translation Now Available on Zoom 
North Northfield’s Sunday services are now available on Zoom with automated closed 

captions in English with the option to translate the closed captions into a several 

different languages. 

To access closed captions: 

1. Log in to the Sunday service like usual (link 

is in the weekly e-mail and also in the “Blog” 

section at NorthNorthfield.org 

2. Click on the closed caption button (or the 

More button and then select closed captions). 

3a. To start the automated translation on a 

computer, click on the little arrow option 

button to display the language choices. Click 

on the desired language. Closed captions 

should start displaying in selected language. 

3b. To start the automated translation on a smart 

phone, select More / More Settings, then tap 

on “Translation Language” to select the 

desired language. 

You can even do it while attending the service in person, if you find it helpful. Just remember to silence 

your device so it doesn’t disturb the service. 
 

 

Upcoming Activities 

▪ Next in-person coffee hours: May 7 and 21. 

▪ Leading Ladies Prayer Network, Saturday, April 29, 8 

a.m. to 2 p.m. (hosted by Prayer Garden Ministries Full 

Gospel Church; in English & Spanish; all welcome). 

▪ Rogers Park Community Feast, Chicago, May 7. Please 

use sign-up sheet or contact Jean Merz if you can 

attend as Rogers Park needs to know how many 

people we will be sending for planning purposes. 

Recurring Activities 

▪ Praise and prayer, Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 

▪ Adult Sunday school, 8:45 a.m., 

Fellowship Hall, study led by Gary 

Greenwood. 

▪ Small Group, every other Monday, 

6:30 p.m., (next meeting May 8). 

▪ Ladies Group, Tuesdays, 1 p.m. 

▪ Choir rehearsal, Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. 
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Heartfelt Thanks 
Betsy Fresen and Karen Peter, Worship Committee Co-Chairs 

Thank you to all the North Northfield United Methodist 

Church members that worked many hours and 

participated in myriad ways to make our observation of 

Lent and Easter both meaningful and beautiful. Lenten 

studies gave opportunity for thoughtful conversation 

and reflection. The Tenebrae service was deeply moving. 

And Easter morning brought beauty and joy — and a 

bountiful breakfast the church family enjoyed together. 
 

May we carry Easter joy in our hearts and proclaim 

Christ’s wondrous love for each of us. He is risen indeed! 

 

Rejoice, rejoice O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 

eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 

The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find; 

None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

 

–He Lives, Words and music by Alfred H. Ackley, 1933; 

CCLI Song No. 17597 

North Northfield Choir 

Performs in Concert 

North Northfield's choir participated in a 

benefit concert at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Vernon Hills on April 16, at the 

invitation of our former pianist Mary Jung-

Ok Lee. 

 

Dr. Samer Attar, a local surgeon who 

recently went to Syria to provide medical 

help and who was featured in a recent 

Channel 5 report, spoke during the concert. 

He also talked about the work of the Karam 

Foundation to help the people of Syria in the 

wake of the civil war and recent earthquake 

there. 

 

Trinity Presbyterian Church and Global 

Education Mission Association (GEMA) 

presented the concert. Mary Jung-Ok is 

founder of the GEMA. 

 

  

During the benefit concert, Dr. 
Samer Attar spoke about the 
work of the Karam Foundation 
to aid the people in Syria in 
need due to the war and 
recent earthquake. (Dr. 
Christoph Chah, left, translated 
for the Korean-speaking 
members of the audience.) 
Karam Foundation founder 
and CEO Lina Sergie Attar 
also spoke during the concert. 
 
Mary Jung-Ok Lee organized 
the concert and accompanied 
some of the performers (far 
left). 

Photos by G. Graham 

 

 

May Birthdays 
Why not save this sheet and pray for these fellow congregants on their birthday? 

5/13 Arthur Tae Joon Jun 5/20 Canyon Breyer 5/27 Angela Lencki 

5/13 Mariko Sato 5/20 Peter Holsman 5/28 Barb Hartz 

5/16 May Hammer 5/22 Youna Choi 5/28 Bernard Stevens 

https://www.nbcchicago.com/.../chicago-surgeon.../3082375/
https://www.karamfoundation.org/
https://www.karamfoundation.org/
http://www.gemamission.org/main.do
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Calendar 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. 

The people of the United Methodist Church® 
May 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Native American Ministries 

Sunday 

Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45 

Happy Christian Church 

Youth Vision School, 5 p.m. 

HCC*  PGM† 

1 

Happy Christian 

Church Vision 

School, 7 to 9 p.m. 

2 

Ladies Group, 

1 p.m. 

A.A., 7:30 p.m. 

3 

T.O.P.S., 1 p.m. 

4 

Parking lot closed 

for resurfacing. 

Choir rehearsal, 

7:30 p.m. 

5 

PGM† 

 

6 

 

7 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45 

Happy Christian Church 

Youth Vision School, 5 p.m. 

HCC*  PGM† 

8 

Small Group, 

6:30 p.m. 

Happy Christian 

Church Vision 

School, 7 to 9 p.m. 

9 

Ladies Group, 

1 p.m. 

A.A., 7:30 p.m. 

10 

T.O.P.S., 1 p.m. 

11 

Choir rehearsal, 

7:30 p.m. 

12 

PGM† 

 

13 

 

14 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45 

Happy Christian Church 

Youth Vision School, 5 p.m. 

HCC*  PGM† 

15 

Happy Christian 

Church Vision 

School, 7 to 9 p.m. 

16 

Ladies Group, 

1 p.m. 

A.A., 7:30 p.m. 

17 

T.O.P.S., 1 p.m. 

18 

Ascension Day 

 

19 

PGM† 

 

20 

June newsletter 

items due 

21 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Adult Sun. Schl., 8:45 

Happy Christian Church 

Youth Vision School, 5 p.m. 

HCC*  PGM† 

22 

Small Group, 

6:30 p.m. 

Happy Christian 

Church Vision 

School, 7 to 9 p.m. 

23 

Ladies Group, 

1 p.m. 

A.A., 7:30 p.m. 

24 

T.O.P.S., 1 p.m. 

25 

 

26 

PGM† 

 

27 

 

28 

Day of Pentecost 

Happy Christian Church 

Youth Vision School, 5 p.m. 

HCC*  PGM† 

29 

Memorial Day 

(church office 

closed) 

 

30 

Ladies Group, 

1 p.m. 

A.A., 7:30 p.m. 

31 

T.O.P.S., 1 p.m. 

1 

 

2 

PGM† 

 

3 

 

* HCC, Happy Christian Church, 12:30 p.m. service (in Korean)  

† PGM, Prayer Garden Ministries Full Gospel Church, Christian education, Friday, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday service, 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

North Northfield United Methodist Church 

797 Sanders Road, Northbrook, Ill. 60062    847.272.2250    peace1@northnorthfield.org    NorthNorthfield.org    facebook.com/northnorthfield  

Sunday services: 10 a.m. (join us early at 9:45 a.m. to sing praise songs!) 

Church office hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Pastor — Rev. Dr. Min Hyuk Woo, 

(224) 633-8002; mhwoo21@yahoo.com 

 Choir Director — J.D. Rich 

Pianist — Joshua Moses 

 Administrative Assistant — Gunjan Mehra 

North Northfield calendar (available at NorthNorthfield.org) 
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